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Questionnaire; citizens’ access to justice and judicial 
bodies in environmental matters, national particular-
ities and influences of European Union law 

 

Introduction 

Cases concerning land, water and environment are, with only few exceptions, 
now tried by Land and Environment Courts, which organizationally belong to 
the hierarchy of courts of general jurisdiction. Five courts of first instance are – 
also – regional Land and Environment Courts. The Svea Court of Appeal in 
Stockholm is – also – the Land and Environment Court of Appeal. Cases before 
the Svea Court of Appeal are appealed before the Supreme Court.  

One result of this recent reform is that virtually no cases concerning environ-
mental issues are brought before the administrative courts.     

Previously, cases concerning different aspects of environmental law were han-
dled by general courts, administrative courts and special courts. This system was 
considered not to be satisfactory, not for the parties who were obliged to litigate 
in different courts, nor for establishing clear legal precedents.  

There was a fairly broad political consensus that a change was needed, implying 
that cases concerning land, environment and water should be handled within a 
more coherent court structure. However, there was a discussion on whether this 
structure was to be established within the general or the administrative court hi-
erarchy. One reason for choosing the general court system was that a similar 
special structure for courts handling cases concerning water environment issues 
already existed within that system.  

As a consequence of this reform the Land and Environment Courts have to ap-
ply different procedural norms, depending on whether they are confronted with 
a case as a court of first instance or with an appeal against a decision by a public 
authority. 
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Introductory question 

1.1. As explained in the introduction, the administrative courts do not handle 
environmental proceedings.  

1.2. See the answer above. 

 

First issue 

1.1. Generally, an environmental decision may be appealed by a person who 
is affected by the decision if the decision is not in his or her favor (Chap-
ter 16, section 12 of the Environmental Code). 
 

1.2. Environmental NGOs have priority access to the Land and Environ-
ment Courts as they have legal standing in environmental cases if they 
meet the requirements in Chapter 16, section 13 of the Environmental 
Code. These requirements mean that the NGO must be a non-profit or-
ganization and have as its purpose to promote nature conservation or 
environmental protection. The NGO must have 100 members or else 
show that it has general support. An additional requirement is that the 
organization must have existed in Sweden for at least three years. 

 
1.3. Not in any relevant way. 

 
1.4. No. 

 
1.5.-1.7. The Supreme Administrative Court cannot answer these questions on  
 behalf of the Land and Environmental Courts. 

 

Second issue 

a. Organization of the court given the technicality of the proceedings 
 
2.1.  As explained above, environmental proceedings are handled by special-

ized benches at first and second instance (the Land and Environment 
Courts and the Land and Environment Court of Appeal). Judgments 
from the Land and Environment Court of Appeal are appealed to the 
Supreme Court. As in all other cases, leave to appeal needs to be granted 
for having a case tried by the Supreme Court. The Land and Environ-
ment Courts consist of one professional judge, one environmental tech-
nician and two expert members. The Land and Environment Court of 
Appeal consist of three professional judges and one environmental tech-
nician. In the Supreme Court there is no special composition of the 
bench with regard to environment cases. 

 
2.2.  The professional judges are offered a number of courses concerning dif-

ferent aspects of environmental law. 
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b. How the court deals with the complexity of the events in question  
 
2.3.  According to the Environmental Code it is possible for the court to re-

quest expert opinions if necessary. At the Land and Environmental 
Courts, as already pointed out, an environmental technician sits at the 
bench. He or she will be particularly able to evaluate the quality of an 
opinion, in cooperation with the other members of the court.  

 
2.4.  The court has an obligation to make sure that the case is fully examined. 

Apart from containing an environmental technician of its own, the court 
can e.g. obtain expert opinions, carry out on-site investigations and con-
sult environmental authorities.  

 

c. How the court deals with the urgency of proceedings 

 

2.5.  Not generally. However, a party may request interim relief.  

2.6. The Supreme Administrative Court cannot answer this question on be-
half of the Land and Environmental Courts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


