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Origin 

 Council conclusions inviting the introduction of the European 

Case Law Identifier (ECLI) and a minimum set of uniform 

metadata for case law. 

 

Official Journal C 127 of 29.4.2011, p. 1–7  

 

 

invite the Member States to introduce, on a voluntary basis at the 

national level, the European Case Law Identifier (ECLI) and a 

minimum set of uniform metadata for case law  

 

and provide for several aspects in the annex : 



 1. a specific format for the European Case Law Identifier  
 

 2. a minimum set and an optional set of metadata for all 
decisions which are published on public websites  
 

 3. rules for the national implementation, with appointment of a 
national ECLI-co-ordinator and a description of his responsibilities 
 

 4. the creation of an ECLI-website 
 

 5. the availability of a common ECLI search interface  
 

 6. the appointment of the Court of Justice as ECLI-co-ordinator 
for the EU jurisdictions 

  



ECLI for decisions of EU jurisdictions 

 The ECLI consists of 5 elements 

 

ECLI : country code : court code : year of the decision : ordinal number 

 

 ECLI 

 country code : EU 

 court code :  C for the Court of Justice 

  T for the General Court 

  F for the Civil Service Tribunal 

 year of the decision 

 ordinal number : new CELEX number 

 

 Example : judgment of 29/06/2009 in case C-65/05 

  ECLI:EU:C:2009:62005CJ0065 



New CELEX number 

 Has been introduced in EUR-Lex in August 2011 

 

 Old Celex number (6yyyytnnnn) : one letter (position 6) indicates 

jurisdiction and type of document.  

-> to one type of document corresponds three letters, depending 

of the jurisdiction 

 

 New Celex number (6yyyyjtnnnn) : two letters, one for the 

jurisdiction, the second for the type of document 

-> face up to creation of a new jurisdiction or new document 

types 

-> less letters, easier to memorize 

-> possibility to retrieve easier all documents concerning a single 

case 



  

  type CoJ GC CST 

jurisdiction   C T F 

judgment J CJ TJ FJ 

order O CO TO FO 

opinion of AG C CC TC   

garnishee order S CS     

third party proceedings T CT TT FT 

opinion of the Court V CV     

ruling of the Court X CX     

decision D CD     

view of AG P CP     

OJ announcement new case N CN TN FN 

OJ announcement judgment A CA TA FA 

OJ announcement order B CB TB FB 

OJ announcement request for Court's opinion U CU     

OJ announcement Court's opinion G CG     



One exception 

 Parentheses are not allowed in the ECLI 

 

 -> where in the Celex number parentheses are used to distinguish 

several documents of the same type, 

 

in ECLI the open parentheses is replaced by a dot and the close 

parentheses is removed 

 

 

example : second judgment in case C-70/88 

-> CELEX = 61988CJ0070(01) 

-> ECLI = ECLI:EU:C:1991:61988CJ0070.01 



Context – Scope of ECLI implementation 

 The scope of the implementation of ECLI in the context of EUR-

Lex is the collection of decisions of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union: 

• Court of Justice 

• General Court 

• Civil Service Tribunal 

 

 ECLI will be implemented for the backlog of the caselaw (1954 

– present) 

 

 Preparatory work: 

• ECLI identifier has been defined 

• The Publications Office and the Court of Justice have matched 

ECLI metadata and EUR-Lex metadata 



Correspondance between ECLI / EUR-Lex 

ECLI 

metadata Description Metadata in EUR-Lex 

dcterms: 

identifier 

A URL where this instance document, or 

information thereon, can be found. This may be in 

the form of a web- based resolver together with 

the ECLI, or any other URL. 

URL of the EUR-Lex URI server 

of the expression with CELEX 

URI of the notice. For example, 

http://eur-

lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUri

Serv.do?uri=CELEX:62001CJ040

8:FR:NOT 

dcterms: 

isVersionOf 

The form of this element must be an ECLI, as 

described in § 1. ECLI number of the decision 

dcterms: 

creator 

The full name of the court. The name of a 

chamber or division may be included. Author (AU field) 

dcterms: 

coverage 

(i) The country in which the court or tribunal is 

seated. 

(ii) It may also contain a part of a (federal) state to 

specify the territorial jurisdiction. Always set to "EU" 

dcterms: 

date 

The date of the decision, which must be written in 

conformance with ISO 8601 Date of the document (DD field) 

dcterms: 

language 

(i) The language must be abbreviated, in 

accordance with the Inter-institutional style guide. 

In case of languages which are not included in 

this style guide ISO 639 must be used. 

(ii) The language is not (necessarily) the language 

of the original judgment, but the (main) language 

of the instance document. 

Linguistic version of the 

expression (codes with 3 

positions) 



Correspondance between ECLI / EUR-Lex 
ECLI 

metadata Description Metadata in EUR-Lex 

determs: 

publisher 

The (commercial or public) organization 

responsible for the publication of this instance of 

the judgment. 

Always set to "Publications 

Office" 

dcterms: 

accessRight

s 

This field must have one of two values: ‘public’ or 

‘private’. If it is ‘public’ the document on the given 

URL must be accessible by all, otherwise the 

value ‘private’ must be used, whether the non-

public character access is due to commercial or 

other reasons. Always set to "public" 

dcterms: 

type 

This field may contain information on the type of 

decision rendered, according to a scheme. The 

field defaults to ‘judicial decision’ to distinguish it 

from other types of documents. FM field 

dcterms: 

title 

The title field must not be a replication of other 

fields. Preferably the name of the parties or an 

alias should be used, according to national 

practice and data protection rules. TJ field 

dcterms: 

subject 

The subject field is used to indicate the field of 

law. It should contain one or more items from a 

scheme containing values for civil law, 

commercial law, family law, insolvency law, 

private international law, criminal law, EU law, 

administrative law, tax law, international public law 

and constitutional law, and may contain a more 

specific description of the field of law. Always set to "EU law" 



Correspondance between ECLI / EUR-Lex 
ECLI 

metadata Description Metadata in EUR-Lex 

dcterms: 

abstract 

This field contains an abstract or summary of the case, not being a 

description, classification or interpretation. 

Summary of the Court in 

the language of the 

expression 

dcterms: 

description 

This field contains descriptive elements, be it in the form of keywords or 

headnotes. 

Keywords present in TJ 

field 

dcterms: 

contributor Names of judges, Advocate-General or other staff involved. 

JR field for the decisions 

AG field for the 

conclusions 

dcterms: 

issued 

The date of the publication of this instance document of the decision. The 

date must be written in conformance with ISO 8601. N/A 

dcterms: 

references 

(i) References to other (legal) documents. 

1. If these references are to other national judgments, ECLI must be used if 

the referred document has an ECLI, otherwise it should contain other 

references. 

2. If these references are to EU legal instruments, the CELEX-number must 

be used. 

3. If these references are to national legal instruments, judgments not having 

an ECLI or to scholarly writings available URL’s or other identification 

systems should be used. CIT_JUR field 

dcterms: 

isReplaced

By 

An ECLI, once issued, must be persistent. Renumberings though are 

unavoidable because of administrative errors or when an ECLI is assigned to 

decisions with a formerly XX-court code (according to § 1 (8)). In case of 

such renumberings the new ECLI must be recorded in this field. This field 

must not contain any other type of information. 

Only present in case of 

renumbering and for 

corrigenda 



Opened questions 

 Detailed technical specifications of the interface of the 

eJustice Portal 

 

 Authority tables for different metadata: 

• Type of decision: might vary between countries 

• Language: 2 or 3 caracters codes ? 

 

 

 

 



Proposition of an architecture  

EUR-Lex 

2012 

Web 

Services 

DG Justice of the European 

Commission 
Publications Office 

eJustice 

Portal 

Exposition of 

EUR-Lex 

metadata 

(including ECLI 

metadata) 

Connector 

Transformation 

of EUR-Lex 

metadata to the 

format expected 

by the eJustice 

Portal 



Next steps 

 Detailed specifications of the eJustice Portal would be needed 

to define the adapter between EUR-Lex webservices and 

eJustice Portal 

 

 Add a new field in EUR-Lex database for the ECLI identifier. 

 

 In the context of the development of EUR-Lex 2012, match 

ECLI metadata with EUR-Lex 2012 metadata 

 

 Definition of EUR-Lex 2012 web services should be available in 

October 2011 

 

 The new version of EUR-Lex / CELLAR will be launched 

beginning of 2012 

 


