
1 1 

ECLI – in the Netherlands 

Warsaw, 30 September 2011 

 
Marc van Opijnen 
mvanopijnen@rechtspraak.nl 



2 

Topics 

 Pre-existing: work-level identifier and a 

public index 

 Drawbacks 

 How ECLI will be implemented 

 Time schedule. 
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Search all case 

law journals 

Keywords 

Found: 79 

documents, in 

13 journals 

Ranging from 

30 in the first 

To 1 in the last 

journal 

Number of judgments (works):  

between 30 and 79 
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step #1: unique case law 

identifier 

 Identifier at the work level 

 Issued by judiciary  

 Independent from case number 

 Persistent 

 'LJN' (National Case Law Identifier) 

 E.g.: LJN AB1234 

 

 Problem:  

 Still expression level identifiers needed to find 
the judgment. 
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LJN - index 

Solution step #2:  

the register 

External 
database 

Internal 
database 

Internal 
database 

Internal 
database 

Internal 
database 

External 
database 

External 
database 

External 
database 

± 60 ± 30 
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Solution step #3:  

public availability 

 The register available on the internet 

 Hyperlinks to publicly available documents 

 Stable deeplink 

 Free re-use of data 

 Webservice 

 500.000 LJN’s, 700.000 references  

 Citation just by using the LJN. 
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Solution step #4:  

standardization 

 Public-private initiative for standardization in 

the legal domain (www.juriconnect.nl)  

 Legal publishers 

 Governmental bodies 

 Private IT and knowledge organisations 

 Universities 

 

 Agreement on use of the LJN-identifier as 

unique identifier for all case law. 
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Drawbacks LJN 

 Only LJN if judgment is published on 
internal or external website of judiciary 
 But not all case law published  

 Or published by other publishers 

 Only LJN when judgment is published 

 Opaque 
 Other information required 

 The range is not endless 

 Software for assigning LJN's is aging 

 Mapping expression level identifiers 
requires (too much) manual labour.  
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Towards ECLI 

 Part of complete redesign of case law 
publication and search 

 LJN has promise of persistancy 

 Foreign decisions and decisions of 
questionable courts / tribunals 

 Must be usable on all decisions, 
whether published or not 

 Must be usable by all publishers. 
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Architecture and functionality 

Request ECLI for  

new judgment 

Update status  

(e.g. published) 

ECLI 

(web)service 

Information Requests 

Add expression level  

identifier 

Add formal relation 

Request ECLI for  

non-registered judgment 

Add formal relation 

Updating XX-ECLI 

Maintenance 
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Syntax 

 Old cases: 

 LJN BO7202 

 ECLI:NL:HR:2011:BO7202 

 New cases 

 ECLI:NL:HR:2012:45832 

 Foreign cases 

 ECLI:NL:XX:2011:9588 

 ECLI:DE:BVG:2011:01.476 
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Metadata 

Internal case law  

database 

Ontology  

(TopicMaps) 

External case law  

database 

Dublin Core 

+ extensions 
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Planning 

 Judiciary organization reorganized 
 District courts 19 >> 10 

 Courts of appeal 5 >> 4 

 1 July 2012 
 Introduction ECLI 

 Renewed external case law database 

 Renewed internal legal knowledge portal 

 ± 1 November 2012 
 Test environment for publishers and (external) 

courts. 
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Issues 

 XX code for international, foreign and 

European cases 

 Internal legacy systems for rendering 

judgments cannot connect 

 Manual labour 

 External partners have to be ready.  
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Questions? 


