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Member State:  United Kingom. 

Court:  United Kingdom Supreme Court (UKSC). 

Last Name:  Brigland. 

First Name: Paul. 

Title:  Departmental Records Officer. 

E-mail address: paul.brigland1@supremecourt.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

1. Are you aware of the ECLI system? If yes, how did you hear about it? 

Yes – via ACA Europe. 

 

2. After reading the text of the Council conclusions, are there items you do not understand or on 

which you would like further information? If so, please specify. 

 

 

3. Are there any barriers to the implementation of such a system in your court (or the courts of your 

Member State)? 

Technical? Other? Please specify. 

The  courts system within the UK is multi-layered – including the UKSC, The Royal Courts of Justice, 

the Crown and county courts, the Magistrates Courts and various Tribunals. Each has its own case 

numbering system.  To alter our IT systems to facilitate the recording of an ECLI number and 

appropriate metadata fields will be a lengthy process.  In addition, in the present economic 

climate, the cost of such an exercise would be prohibitive.  While the UKSC supports the idea of a 

ECLI in principle, in practice it is not feasible for us at the present time.  The UKSC is content for 

the ECLI system to be implemented, but only on a voluntary basis and could not support any 

moves to make it a mandatory requirement. 

 

 

4. What adaptations are needed in your court (or the courts of your Member State) to implement 

the ECLI system requirements? 

Before this could be considered we would need to get an estimate of how much it would cost to 

amend our case management systems to facilitate ECLI. We would also need to consider 

http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/10/st16/st16871.en10.pdf
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timeframes and any associated costs (i.e. requirement on staff time to input any additional meta-

data, reprinting of forms etc) 

 

 

5. What meta-data (a) required or b) optional) for ECLI are already in place in your court (or the 

courts of your Member State)?  

UKSC judgments are already searchable/available via the UKSC website and also the British and 

Irish Legal Information Institute (BAILLI)  system.  Cases are searchable by the names of parties, 

the court (UKSC), date, case number, date etc. 

 

6. Are there any obstacles for your court (or the courts of your Member State) to extend the 

available metadata?  

Please see answers to 4 and 5 above 

 

 

7. Is there a national coordinating authority in your Member State? If yes, please provide 

coordinating entity's name and contact details. 

If not, which organisation do you think should play this role?  

Not at the present time 

 

 

8. Do judicial institutions in your Member State cooperate on implementation of ECLI standard 

metadata?  Please specify, especially if you have examples of good practice. 

 

Not at the present time 

. 

 

9. Are there interoperability problems between ECLI and standard metadata on the one hand and 

European or national semantic web initiatives on the other hand? 

Please see answers above 
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10. In your Member State, are there already plans to implement ECLI? Please tick the relevant box. 

☐ Implementation already underway (see next questions) 

☐ Implementation to start in the short-term (within 1 year) 

☐ Implementation to start in the medium-term (2-5 years) 

☐ Implementation to start in the long-term (> 5 years) 

X☐ No specific plan 

Additional comments: 

 

 

11. Are you planning to apply ECLI to all case law, retroactive / legacy, or will you limit its use to the 

new case law? 

Not at the present time 

. 

 

12. In case your court (or the courts of your Member State) is already implementing ECLI, to share 

information on best practices, please provide additional information on: 

Preparations undertaken:  

Cliquez ici pour taper du texte. 

Timetable: 

Cliquez ici pour taper du texte. 

Financial costs: 

Cliquez ici pour taper du texte. 

Other resources: 

Cliquez ici pour taper du texte. 

Difficulties encountered: 

Cliquez ici pour taper du texte. 

Other information: 
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Cliquez ici pour taper du texte. 

 


